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Nurses Baney and Simmons reunite after 33 years
As National Nurses Month
is in May, the staff at The Good
Shepherd Skilled Nursing and
Rehabilitation Campus wanted
to take a moment to share a
story regarding two very special nurses at our facility, one
on staff and one a resident. We
appreciate all nurses for their
service and compassion.
Nurses Fran Baney and Dann
Simmons first met in 1981.
Baney was a nursing instructor
at North Central State College
and Simmons was an orderly
working under the supervision
of Baney’s daughter at a local
nursing center. After working in
a restaurant and then a factory
and being laid off several times,
Simmons was at a crossroads
and looking for a profession
where he could use his people
skills and his passion for caring
for others. He was interested in
nursing.
Baney became a nurse in the
1940s at St. Luke’s Hospital in
Cleveland. She then joined the
Army and was stationed at Newton D. Baker VA Center in West
Virginia. After leaving the Army
and newly married, she moved
to Bellville, where she had two
daughters and worked at a nursery at Mansfield General Hospital. She then took a teaching job
at North Central Technical College, where she taught for about
10 years. She stressed professionalism, courtesy and confidentiality to all of her students
as the hallmarks of the nursing
profession.
“I wanted the students to be
professional and to remember
that what they do is for someone
else’s care,” she said.
At 21, Simmons had decided
to enter a profession that still
was predominantly female. Simmons and his wife had been

Lorie White
The Good Shepherd
married for two years with their
first child on the way when he
met Baney.
“I knew Fran was a nursing instructor in the practical
nursing program at the college
I wanted to attend,” he said. “I
knew she would be able to give
me realistic advice. I was aware
that I had to work full time, as
well as attend school full time
and be a father and husband, too.
I needed the insight from someone like Fran to guide me. Fran
gave me the guidance and inspiration I needed to take the leap.”
Simmons entered the practical nursing program in spring
1982, just two days after his first
son was born. As Baney advised,
it wasn’t easy but, by the next
year, he found himself in Baney’s
class and clinical rotation in
pediatrics. Simmons remembers
Baney as a strong, confident
educator with a nurturing spirit.
“Her uniforms and cap were
crisp and white, and she expected us to follow suit,” he said.
“She demanded professionalism
and was adamant that we work
hard, learn well and become the
excellent caregivers our patients
deserved.”
Baney did not put up with
laziness or mediocrity. If you
were not living up to her expectations and giving your best,
you would most likely fail the
program. A consummate professional, she always gave nothing
less than what she demanded
from her students.
“I was proud to be an RN,
and I wanted my students to be
proud of the profession as well,”
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Fran Baney taught Dann Simmons in the practical nursing program at North Central
Technical College in the 1980s. Now, Baney is a resident at The Good Shepherd,
where Simmons works.
she said.
Of Simmons, Baney said,
“He was a forerunner as a male
in a mostly female profession.
He was an example of what I
wanted to see in my students.
He worked hard, and I knew he
was intent on finishing the job.”
As Baney suspected, Simmons continued on with his education, becoming a registered
nurse in 1990. He’s worked at
all levels of the long-term care
industry, from nursing assistant to director of nursing. He
recently joined the nursing staff
at The Good Shepherd, where

he was reunited with his mentor
Baney, who is a resident. Thanks
to Baney, Simmons considers his
nursing career a ministry.
“I have had a truly wonderful
nursing career,” Simmons said.
“With all that I have experienced in the nursing profession
over the years, nothing means
as much to me as the hands-on
caring for my patients. It is wonderful to be at The Good Shepherd caring for those who need
me and receiving the positive
feedback from my patients and
families each day. This is exactly
why I went to nursing school

in the first place. This is what
Fran Baney educated me to do
and why we are so proud to be
nurses.”
The staff at The Good Shepherd and Lutheran Social Services
would like to honor and thank all
nurses for their service and compassion, not just during National
Nurses Month but all year round.
For more information on The
Good Shepherd, visit www.thegoodshepherdasland.org.
■■ Lorie White is the director of
marketing and social services at
The Good Shepherd Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Campus.

All you ever wanted to know about Ashland County Cancer Association
Michelle Gordon
Ashland County
Cancer Association

tion; receive three cases of
Boost Nutritional drink a
month for free; free mammogram screening program
for Ashland County women
39 to 64 years old who
are uninsured and under
insured; and availability
to durable medical goods
such as walkers, canes,
wheelchairs, shower chairs,
raised toilet seats, bed pads,
etc. through the Ashland
Christian Health Center.
ACCA was formed by
Tom Dexter in 1947 to
help area cancer patients.
ACCA is not affiliated with
any state or national cancer organization. ACCA
receives funding from the
United Way of Ashland
County, Mohican Area
Community Fund, Breast
Cancer Fund of Ohio,
Samaritan Hospital Foundation, an endowment
through the Ashland County Community Foundation, individual donations,
grants and fundraisers.
All funds stay in Ashland
County and are used to
provide services.
ACCA is one of six local
cancer agencies in the
state of Ohio, which has 88
counties.
The faces of ACCA
include Becky Plank, direc-
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tor; Chris Shoemaker,
assistant director; and
Angela Woodward, office
administrator, and PMAP
coordinator. Plank has
been the director at ACCA
since 2006 and states she
plans to retire this year.
Taking over the reins
will be Shoemaker, who
was hired in 2014, He has
dual associate degrees in
human services and criminal justice from North Central State College, bachelor
of science degree in social
work from Ashland University and he is OSHIIP
certified to help seniors
with Medicare prescription
coverage Part D and some
instances Part B.
Shoemaker’s
duties
include handling everyday
operations of agency, all
financials including the
budget and grant writing.
“I like my job, I get to
help people and that is why
I got into this profession,”
Shoemaker said. “Every day
I get to see the effects of my
efforts in our patients.”
Shoemaker said they
have three major fundraisers coming this year.
The first is Ashland
County Cancer Association Night at Shank’s Bar
& Grill from 11 a.m. to 10
p.m. Saturday, April 30.
Twenty percent of food
purchases, which are good
on dine-in and carry-out
orders, will be donated
back to ACCA.
Second is Taste of Vineyards for wine tasting at
Mitchell’s Orchard from 6
to 8:30 p.m. Saturday, July
23.
Third fundraiser is Taste
of Ashland at Park Street

Brethren Church in the gym
on Tuesday, Nov. 15, starting at 5:30 p.m. Food tasting is from local vendors.
Vendors already committed to this event
include Domino’s Pizza,
Donna D’s Family Pizza,
EVA’s Treats, Shank’s
Bar & Grill, Kingston of
Ashland, Lake Erie Frozen
Foods, BW3 and Yoder’s
Red Barn. There also will
be gift baskets and other
contributions from local
businesses, such as Barker
Shop, among many more.
Plans for the future,
Shoemaker stated are to
raise awareness of ACCA
and to expand its services
in wigs, chemo beanies,
scarves and durable medical equipment. Donations
of these items always are
welcome.
Woodward was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2014 and heard
about ACCA through the
Ashland Christian Health
Center, where she was
employed doing the Prescription Medication Assistance Program. Woodward
is enrolled in ACCA and
also took the office administrator position that same
year, bringing with her the
PMAP, which assists uninsured and under-insured
Ashland County residents
obtain low-cost or free
medications
available
through
pharmaceutical
companies.
Woodward has an associate of science in therapeutic recreation degree
from North Central Technical College, and is OSHIIP
qualified. Her duties at
ACCA are the PMAP and

PMAP Extra Help programs, billing for PMAP,
mammogram
program,
office statistics, assist with
cancer
reimbursement
checks, coordinating fundraisers, grant writing and
coordinator of the Women
Of Hope Support Group.
Woodward states the
group, “supports women in
many challenges they face
in their lives, such as dealing with their own diagnosis of cancer or cancer
diagnosis of a loved one
or friend, someone who
has experienced a loss of a
loved one and/or friend.
“Working here has some
rewarding aspects. I love
the people and the interactions with the clients,
attending all our social
events. I see the effects of
our help on their lives,”
Woodward said.
Shoemaker is getting
things ready for the annual
Ashland County Council
on Aging Senior Health
Fair on Thursday, May 14
at Ashland University’s
John C. Myers Convocation Center. He will have
a table set up there with
items promoting ACCA
and a free gift for checking
us out.

I have been assisting
Woodward with the annual
garage sale fundraiser. All
proceeds will benefit the
PMAP/Extra Help Program. We are accepting
gently used items, clothing, household items, toys,
shoes, books, electronics,
etc., until May 11, Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. Bring them to 380
E. Fourth St., Ashland.
Garage sale dates are 4 to
8 p.m. May 12, 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. May 13 and 9 a.m. to
noon May 14.
You can easily receive
support or assistance by
calling ACCA during business hours of 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. Monday through
Thursday. Staff can complete the necessary paperwork over the phone or if
you prefer, you may schedule an office visit.
If you would like more
information about any
support services and/or
assistance contact ACCA
at 419-281-1863 or email
at ashlandcancer@frontier.
com.
■■ Michelle Gordon, a North
Central State College student, is a human services
intern   at Ashland County
Cancer Association.
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“It’s just like being at home
with one big family”
DORIS, RESIDENT SINCE 2012

AS-10459560

What is Ashland County
Cancer Association? It is a
nonprofit organization that
provides Ashland County
Cancer patients with financial assistance and serves as
a resource aiding patients
and their families. ACCA
assists any Ashland County resident who has been
diagnosed by a qualified
physician as having cancer.
There is no financial eligibility requirement.
ACCA offers financial
assistance by way of reimbursement for the purchases of medication and medical supplies required in the
treatment of cancer and/
or its side effects, durable
medical goods such as wigs
and prostheses, nutritional
supplements required in
the treatment of cancer
and a small stipend for
mileage to and from treatment centers and doctor
office visits. Every patient
who is eligible will receive
a check each month after
receipts are turned in.
ACCA can provide
patients and their families
with many different resources and support services,
such as support groups or
mentors who can talk one
on one with cancer patients
about their experiences;
the ACCA resource library,
which has pamphlets, books
and videos covering a variety of topics such as cancer
and different treatments,
early detection and preven-
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